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(1) Transitional maritime, in which k = O  to 33 per 

(2) Continental, in which k -34 to 66 per cent. 
(3) Extreme continental, in which k =67 to 100 per 

THE LOCAL DISTRIBUTION OF MONSOON RAINFALL. 
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cent. 
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THE CALCULATION OF THE DEGREE OF CONTINEN- 
TALITY.' 

By LADISMS GORCZYARKI. 

[.%bstracted from GtograJiska clnnalrr. 1!120, H. 4, pp. 33-331.1 

The de ee of continentality of a given station may be 
compute i r  by means of the formula 

per cent, A the amplitude of t F le mean annual tempera- 

X. =1.7 (A-12 sin$)/sin$ 
= (1.7 A/sin$)-20.4 

in which k is the thermal de ee of continentality in 

ture fluctuation and $ the latitude. The expression 
A =12 sin $ is found to be in good accord with observn- 
tions over the oceans. The constant, 1.7, is derived 
from the assumption that Werchojansk, in eastern 
Siberia, is representative of 100 per cent continentalitg. 
The amplitude of the annual temperature variation is 
65.9' C., and the latitude is 67O 33 N. 

Upon the basis of this formula, the author presents the 
eogra hical distribution of continentality, of which 

L e e  fegrees are distinguished : 
I Bur le cukul d u  degr& d u  wnlinentaliamc at Ion appliealion d a m  la climalologie. 

Europe- - - - _ _  _ _  _ _  30 (mas. 50, Oural). 
Asia.- _ _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  _ _  5s h a x .  100, Werchojansk). 
Africa _ _ _ _ .  _ _ _  _ _  _ _  3G (mas. 75, Sahara). 
North America with 

Greenland- _ _  _ _  _ _  44 (mas. 70, $ =G6O N.). 
South America. - - - - 18 (max. 31, $ =30° S.). 
Australia- - - - - - - - 32 (mas. 55, interior). 
h t i c  Zone- - - _ _  40 (North Pole, 48). 
Antarctic Zone. - - - - 20 (South Pole, 26). 

For the Northern Hemisphere (continents and oceans) 
the value is 20 per cent: for the Southern Hemisphere, 
3 per cent. 

A comparison of the relation A = 12 sin 4 with observed 
values over estensive ocean areas shows com uted values 

Hemisphere, A =9 sin 4 seems to give better agreement. 
This, of course, would lead to a somewhat different value 
of k, but a series of comparisons demonstrates that the 
differences would not esceed 3 per cent, which is con- 
sidered sufficiently small. 

The author presents world maps of the distribution of 
c,ontinentality as computed by this formula and of the 
distribution of amplitude of annual temperature varia- 
tion.-C. L. M. 

in close agreement with observation. In  t R e Southern 
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